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Lo Washington—The Senate Fop-
cign Nelat C'nmmth-c voted
yesterday {o cnd covert CIA .
nancing of 1% ':ia Pree Fnrone
and Lfmxo Libzty, which hroud:
ccast into Dustern Juwrope and
ithe Soviet Upien. ;
The "nmmtc(- "p)m\ed Ly \/
ivoice vole a bill offercd by Sena-
tor Clifford P, (‘rf- (R, NJ) 1o
authorize a one-vear anprourin-
tion of no more than $35 mil lcon
to keep the two stations func
tioning.
Corporation Soughi
The funds would be ac "‘in?s-
tered throngh the Stale Daperl
ment and the stations would e
prohibited from obtaining finan
cial support from eny ofhor
source,
The adalinisiralicn
-ag eed Lo supnort epen fin
i ing of Badio Frea Europe
_}mrho Tiberiy, i |
Sustead  (he creation of a now
;'p] oh corporafion “Called’ tho. /

American Couneil far‘}'-'ri'.':zfci
International Communications to]
funnel the funds. |
Tha State Departinent h-z-:ig
- argued thal this approxch vould:
maintzin the “private chsrac-
ter” of {ke operation, but ii wag!
Jc1cmu \rut rday by (e For-
cign Relztions Commitee, |
CIA Link Not Donied i
- Radio IFree Emop vwas found-
ed in 1950 and Radio Liberty in
1951, Both organizations have of-
fices in New York and purport-
edly operate with funds from
privale seurces.

I has heen understood, how-
sever, that the oparations were
'[man“ed by the CIA, and Sena-

itor Case's asserlion that ne arly
‘all of the slations’ $:0 miltion-a--
syear operaling cost were paid,
By the CIA has never licen |
denied, although never openly|
ack no.&l“ ied.
Senaie sources said one reason:
the adininistralion wanted lo[
. avoid direct government finane-!
' ing of the {wo stalions was (hat
1 woald couse diplomatic proh-
fems for West Germany. whore
adio }1% Eurepe and Radio
Liberly "have (1 civ - headquar-
ers
The slatinus 9]‘4 have trans
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Taiwan—tlie dast to treasmit’
ol the Sovie! Vkion.
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" U.S. Backs a Cm‘pom
To Fund Radio Free E

By Marilyn Berger
Washington Post Staff Writer

The Nixon administration
yesterday announced its sup-
port for the creation of a pub-
licly funded private corpora-
tion to finance Radio Frce
Europe and Radio Liberty,
ending their reliance on

,|money from the Central Intel-

ligence Agency.

As the govérnment moved
to end covert financing of the
stations that broadecast to
Eastern Europe, Sen. J. W,
Fulbright (D-Ark.) questioned
whether they should continue

Jto operate at all.

“If there is any expectation

Jof improving relations with

Russia,” the chairman of the

‘IForeign Relations Committee
Isaid, “it seems to me that this
1kind of activity. . .to continue

to stir up trouble in Eastern
Europe and Russia is contrary
to the President’s own policy.”

Fulbright challenged efforts
to continue the two stations,
which have headquarters in
i West Germany, at the start of

 committee hearings to create
a corporation to fund them.
Assistant .Secretary of State
for European Affairs Martin
Hillenbrand presented the
government position in testi-

‘mony to the committee,

Efforts to bring Radio Free.
Europe and Radio Liberty
under congressional scrutiny
began when Sen. Clifford P.
Case (R-N.J) ‘proposed that

.Congress .end covert CIA fi-
mnancing..

“During the last 20 years,”
’he said in a prepared state-
‘ment to the committee, “sev-
,eral hundred..million dollars
.of U.S., government' funds
Eveﬂbeen expended from se-
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cret CIA budgets to pay al-
most totally for these two
radio stations broadeasting to
Eastern Europe; yet, at no
time was Congress asked to or
permitted to carry out its tra-
ditional constitutional role of
approving the expenditures.”

Hillenbrand did not admit
that the CIA had financed the
stations, but he offered to dis-
cuss the “history” of the sta-
tions in executive session. The
offer touched off a renewed
effort by Fulbright for public
disclosure by the administra-
tion of its activitics.

“There are certain sensitivi-
ties of other governments
here,” Hillenbrand said.

“The sensitivity,” Fulbright
replied, “is in the effort to.
prevent this committee irom |
getting informatioy” Ful-
bright was raising an old issue
of the department’s refusal to
discuss funding of troops in
Berlin. “Has it never occurred
to you that Congress and this
committee are sensitive too?”
he asked.

The committee is now faced

The StatcDepartment ook
Case’s proposal and devc]oped'
its own plan for open funding
throuzh a non-profit cor-
poration to be known as the”
American Council for Private,,
International Communications,
Inc. Throughout the hearing:
yesterday Fulbright question-:
ed how the council could oper-"
ate privately with publie.
funds. According to Case, RFE ¢
and Radlio Liberty now get $4O
million a year.

Hillenbrand .drew an anal-
ogy with Public Broadcasting '
and said that the organlzatlon
would operate with autonomy
under a board of directors and
would “not be beholden to the"
U.S. government for instruc-;
tions.” .

Hillenbrand stressed the im.-
portance of preserving the
“private character” of the sta-’
tions. “In contrast to interna-.
tional radios which are 1dent1-
fied as government agencies.”
he said, “Radio Liberty and
' Radio Frce Europe are able to~
‘report and comment on the’
domestic affairs of other na-

with the alterrative of finding . tions, much as would any com-:
a formula for financing the mercial medium’ operating in,
radio stations acceptable to'a democracy.” He said it was,
the administration or; failing also necessary for them to re-’
that, with the prospect of the . main private to maintain their
CIA continuing its “current present transmitting licenses..
role, Fulbright noted prlvately Fulbright said he would not:
after the committee session, -vote for the administration’
The senator said he would bill to create a private corpo-
favor disbanding both Radio’ ration, but would look to a;
Liberty and Radio Free Eu-’cnmplomxse that would pro-‘
rope altogether but doubted|vide for open funding. “Then,”
that sufficient votes could be he sald, at least there would
obtained in Congress. He also, be a better opportunity to stop
expressed concern that, even it next year or the next.” -

if CIA financing is ended it
would still be difficult to end|
CIA inflyence in the organlza-

Fulbright called the stations
‘“an instrument to keép alive.
the animosities of World War,
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